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CALL FOR HELP 


A month or so ago, the Society bought a small painting of Hannah 
Hempstead who married George Powers in 1816. It is an attractive por- 
trait, different from the usual one, with Hannah standing in profile, 
knitting a long gray sock, in front of a window at the Hempstead House. 
The owner, One of her descendants, was going to sell it, and we felt it 
should not leave the area. However, after purchasing it, we cannot 
afford to have it restored without help, and it is in desperate need of 
immediate attention. As a matter of fact, it is now at Lyman Allyn 
Museum, and Roger Dennis is going to work on it as he has the time, 

We have to raise $200 for the cost of its restoration, and we are ask- 
ing your help. If forty members sent in $5, or a hundred members $2 
each, it would be done. In the past, we have asked the Palmer Fund for 
a grant to restore paintings and portraits, but this time we can't, 
inasmuch as we have asked for a grant for a totally different project. 
So we are hoping the members will come to the aid of Hannah, so she can 
be properly shown here on the walls of the Mansion. 


GREETING THE NEW YEAR 


On January 3, 1971, at 4 to 6 P.M., we will have eggnog or coffee for 
the members and any guests they wish to bring. We hope the weather 
will be clement, the rush of Christmas will be over, and it should be 
a good time for us to start off the New Year by supporting the efforts 
of the Board and committees to foster a closer relationship, and 

get to know some of the members who have not previously attended any 


of the meetings or parties held at the Mansion. The Christmas decora- 
tions will still be up. 


Over .. 


HEMPSTEAD DIARY 


We are now having Joshua Hempstead's Diary reprinted, and probably by 
the middle of January, it should be available. It is a limited edition 


TOWN HISTORY 


The history of New London is now in the foreseeable future. By the time 
this has gone to press, the Society will have signed a contract with Dr. 
R. 0. Decker to write it, the completion date to be within two years, 
and the finished manuscript to the exclusive property of the Society, 
and publishing it to be at their convenience. 


A reception was held at the Mansion, November 22, from 5 - 7, for mem-~ 
bers of the City government and the press, with the President and Ad- 
visory Board as hosts. 


Excerpts from record of Ye ARTILLERY OR INDEPENDENT COMPANY 


We whose names are hereunto annexed being desirous of acquainting our- 

selves with Military ship (7?) & to revive the too much neglected & de- 

clining exercise of ye Firelock: do voluntarily agree with each other 

to enter into a Military Company for attending military Exercise agree- 

able to ye following Rules which we hereby promise strictly to observe 
Viz: 

Imprimis, that no Person be admitted into said company but by the major 

part of ye Voters of sd Company. 7 

2. That said Company have all Officers proper & necessary for a Capt.'s 

Company & That ye Clerk be sworn according to law. 


lick Training in the following Livery Via: a dark blue broad cloth Coat 
with yellow metal Buttons, Buff Cuffs & Lapells, buff Jacket & blue 
Breeches & white stockings also each man shall appear with a black 
Cockade in his hat nor shall any Member at any time be suffer'd to 
appear under Arms unless he has on a handsome Wig orf queaus his hair. 
eee. New London, March 8th, 1762. (List of 112 signatures) 

june 6th, 1763. This day being ye annual Elections of Officers, the 
independent Company met at ye usual Place of Parade & made choice of 
Russel] Hubbard Capt. Nathan Douglass Lieut. Samuel Belden, Ens'n. 
George B. Hurlbut Clerk, John Gardiner, Saml Gardiner, Jun., Thomas 
Shaw, John Hempsted serjts. 

june 3, 1765. Mov'd for admission & were voted in Thomas Dyer & John 
Champlin members of ye Independent Company. Mov'd for dismission & were 
dismissed by the Company Joseph Copp & William Stewart. 

June ye Ist, 1772. Wm. Cleveland & James Smith were dismiss'd from the 
independent Company at their Request. At the Request of the Captain & 
Company in general Joseph Truman was voted out of the Company nemine 
Contradicente. Please see Page 3. 


June 7th, 1773. At their annual Election of Officers for ye Year, the 
Independent Company made Choise of ye Following - Vizt; William Coit, 
Captain... Septemr. 1773. The Independant met & voted that the Cuffs of 
the Coats be reduced to a smaller size. 
September 5th, 1774. The Independant Comy then met & voted that the 
Breeches be alter'd from Blue to white with black straps also White 
Jackets & the coat to be cut short & turned up behind & wears half Boots 
or black Leggings. Likewise voted to have Byts instead of swords & for 
want of either of these Articles to forfeit the sum of 3/ - to be 
collected’ by the Clerk for the use of sd. Compy. Voted in, Robert 
Hallam, Nathan Hale. 
Octr 10, 1774. Sd. Compy likewise Voted that Capt. Willm Coit be 
imploy'd by sd. Compy. to prefer a memorial to the Genl. Assembly to 
have full Power to enlist Men & fill up sd. Compy as vacancys may happen. 
June 5th, 1775. This day being the Anniversary Election of Officers for 
the year Ensueing the Indt. Compy met & made choice of the followg. - 
Willm Coit - Capt., Jona. Starr Junr. Lieut. George B. Hurlbutt Ensign, 
Nathan Hale Ist Serjt. 
March 6th, 1775. Voted to have Grenadiers Caps. 
June 12th, 1775. The Compy. met by special warning when Capt. Russel] 
Hubbard at his request was voted to be dismist. 
April 17, 1776. Then the Indt. Compy met by Special warning & according 
to Orders of Col. Saltonstall draughted one third of the Compy. to be 
minute men as follows..... Likewise voted that we hold ourselves in 
readiness as Minute Men to march to the assistance of our friends if 
attack'd any where within this Colony. 
June 1776. The indt. Compy. then met & it being the Anniversary Election 
of Officers, made choice of the followg. - Jona. Starr Junr. Capt. .... 
Dec. 9th, 1776. The Compy. met by special warning... Capt. Starr being 
call'd before the Compy on acct. of his Conduct in refusing to take 
charge of his Compy, when he publickly declar'd that he never would take 
up arms in support of Independancy. That at the time he was chosen 
Independance was not declar'd or he would not have accepted the office. 
That he thot us agree'd by the acts of Parliament & would have fout in 
defence of our Liberties but not in support of Independance. Whereas 
the Compy takg the matter into their consideration, were unanimously of 
Opinion that Capt. by his late Conduct, & the confessions of his prin- 
ciples this Day has render'd himself Unworthy of the Honour of being a 
Member of sd. Compy. therefore Voted, Nemine Contradicente, that Capt. 
Starr be immediately dismiss'd from sd. Compy. 
Jany. 17th, 1777. Then met (it being intimated to them that orders was 
given to draught one quarter as Minute’ Men) & voted that if a part was 
order'd on any expedition rather than be divided they would all go. 
March 26, 1777. The compy. further voted that they would attend once a 
week on Fort Trumbull to exercise the Cannon for one Month. 
March 9th, 1777. The Indep. Compy. on occasion of an alrm the ships 
appearg. of the Harbor were order'd to Fort Trumbull where we kept 
Garrison for two days. 
April 12th, 1777. The Ships appearing off the Harbour the Indt. Compy. 
was order'd to Fort Trumbull where we did Duty accordg. 

- oe oe ee ee ee ee Re ee Over . 


ACCESSIONS 


Learned Genealogy - Gift of Miss Elsie DeWitt. 
Portrait of Hannah Hempstead, b. 1793, m. 1816, painted about that date 
- Bought by Society. 
Ancestors of Courtland Palmer Dixon... of Stonington - Bought by Society. 
Early American Woodenware, by Mary E. Gould - Bought by Society. 
Xerox copy of Gardiner-Gardner Genealogy - Copied by Society. 
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Miss Hazel A. Johnson 
770 Williems St. 
New London, Conn. 06320 


